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How One Becomes What One Is
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oly wonderful. For the
acities may have been
agle individual—above
kept from disturbing,
destroying one another. An order of rank among these capacities;
distance; the art of separating without setting against one anothes;
to mix nothing, to “reconcile” nothing; a tremendous variety that is
nevertheless the opposite of chaos—this was the precondition, the
long, secret work and artistry of my instinct. Its higher protection
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women,

5 An allusion to the birth of Pallas Athene who was said to have sprung, fully
armed, from the head of Zeus.

8 Dass ich mich je bemiiht hdtte. Deliberately or not, Nietzsche pictures
himself as the antithesis of Goethe’s Faust who speaks of his ardent Bemiihn
in the first sentence of his first speech (line 357); and Faust’s redemption
after his death is explained by the angels in two of the most famous lines of
German literature; “Who ever strives with all his power,/ We are allowed to
save”: Wer immer strebend sich bemiiht,/ Den kinnen wir erlésen (lines
11936-37).

7 Streben: see the preceding note.

8 Dass er sich nie . . . bemiiht hat!

% One of the leading professional journals.
1 The great historian (1795-1886) was born in Wiehe, in Thuringia,
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One will ask me why on earth I've been relating all these small
things which are generally considered matters of complete indiffer-
ence: I only harm myself, the more so if I am destined to represent
great tasks. Answer: these small things—nutrition, place, climate,
recreation, the whole casuistry of selfishness—are inconceivably
more important than everything one has taken to be important so
far. Precisely here one must begin to relearn. What mankind has so
far considered seriously have not even been realities but mere
imaginings—more strictly speaking, lies prompted by the bad in-
stincts of sick natures that were harmful in the most profound sense
—all these concepts, “God,” “soul,” “virtue,” “sin,” “beyond,”
“truth,” “eternal life.”— But the greatness of human nature, its “di-
vinity,” was sought in them.— All the problems of politics, of social
organization, and of education have been falsified through and
through because one mistook the most harmful men for great
men—because one learned to despise “little” things, which means
the basic concerns of life itself.!

When I now compare myself with the men who have so far

roughly thirty miles west of Récken (near Liitzen), where Nietzsche was
born. And Ranke, like Nietzsche, got his secondary school education at
Schulpforta.

! Podach (Friedrich Nietzsches Werke, 1961) reproduces a photograph of
section 10 (plate XV) and points out that the spiral scribble used to delete
the following passage at this point was characteristic of Nietzsche's sister
and never employed by him (p. 408; cf. also pp. 245f.).

“Our present culture is ambiguous in the highest degree.— The German
emperor making a pact with the pope, as if the pope were not the repre-
sentative of deadly hostility to life!l— What is being built today will no
longer stand in three years.— When I measure myself against my ability,
not to speak of what will come after me, a collapse, a construction without
equal, then I more than any other mortal have a claim to the epithet of
greatness.”

In the first edition of Ecce Homo (1908) this paragraph was printed in
a footnote in Raoul Richter’s postscript (pp. 147f.) and introduced with the
following comment: “There are only two passages of any length where the
peculiarity of the crossing out and Peter Gast’s testimony, based on his
recollection, make it merely probable that the deletion was Nietzsche's own.”
The other passage will be found at the end of the discussion of “The Case of
Wagner,” below.
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been honored as the first, the difference is palpable. I do not even
count these so-called “first” men among men in general: for me
they are the refuse of humanity, monsters of sickness and vengeful
instincts; they are inhuman, disastrous, at bottom incurable, and
revenge themselves on life.

I want to be their opposite: it is my privilege to have the sub-
tlest sensitivity for all signs of healthy instincts. There is no patho-
logical trait in me; even in periods of severe sickness I never be-
came pathological; in vain would one seek for a trait of fanaticism
in my character. There is not a moment in my life to which one
could point to convict me of a presumptuous and pathetic? posture.
The pathos of poses does ot belong to greatness; whoever needs
poses at all is false.— Beware of all picturesque men!

Life was easy for me—easiest when it made the hardest de-
mands on me. Whoever saw me during the seventy days this fall
when, without interruption, T did several things of the first rank the
like of which nobody will do after me—or impose on me®*—with a

? Pathetisch in German is closer in meaning to bombastic than if is to pitiful.
The word is readily.associated with an actor’s style and with highly idealistic
passages in drama—in Schiller’s plays, for example—where big words are
used freely and a laugh would puncture the whole effect. The same considera-
tion applies to Parhos in the next sentence.

One may wonder whether this whole paragraph is starkly ironical or,
on the contrary, totally lacking in self-awareness, Without denying that
both alternatives contain a grain of truth, one may insist that Nietzsche's
central point is important. He never lost the ability to laugh, and his self-
image was the very antithesis of his sister’s later image of him which, at her
bidding, was franslated into pictures and sculptures that she commissioned
and for which she posed her brother who was by then a helpless invalid.

Finally, if we take seriously Nietzsche's words, “not a moment in my
life"—as distinguished from “not a line in this book"—he is incontestably
right. Consider how Dr. Paneth, one of Freud's friends, described Nietzsche
of whom he saw a great deal in Nizza from December 26, 1883, until March
26, 1884: “There is not a trace of false pathos or the prophet’s pose in him,
as I had rather feared after his last work. Instead his manner is completely
inoffensive and natural. . . . He told me, but without the least affectation
or conceit, that he always felt himself to have a task . . .” For further
quotations from his letters and some discussion, see Walter Kaufmann, From
Shakespeare to Existentialism (Garden City, N.Y., Doubleday Anchor Books,
1960) pp. 323f.

3 Die kein Mensch mir nachmacht—oder vormachr . . . 1f Nietzsche meant
—and this possibility cannot be ruled out—"or has done before me,” the
text ought to read: oder mir vorgemacht hat.




714 ECCE HOMO

Why I Write Such Good Books

preccdﬁ'lg decade, and more, had been troubled
excruciating physical pain, and that his books wer
“unsuccessful,” one does not begin to understand Ec

those




