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d d  ls more darngcrolrs tban dchiog sigbt of W with rhis 
task. To become what one is, must not bave the faint& notion 
whui onc is. From tbh pint of view cvcn tbe bhders of fiie bvc 
thdr own meaning and v a l u d  mxsional side roads and wroag 
d, the delays, "modestics," serious~eaar wasted on tasks that are 
remote from the wk. AU this can e x p m  a p a t  prudence, e m  
the wpreme pn#lence: where nosce re ipsuml wauId be the recipe 
for ruin,% brgetting oncself, m i s u n & r M n g  on&, making 
onGsctf smdler, narrower, i m h m ,  become reitsun iW. MoWy 
spaking: e b r  love, living for otbers, and other Wings m be a 
protective mcamm for preserving the hard& sctf90ficem. Thii is 
tbe exoeption where, against my wont and conviction, I dde witb . 

the "&as" drives: h m  they work in the &CC of self-hve, 01 
df -&riphe.n 

The whole surface of d-rw ig I m- 
€ace4--must bG kept clear of dl impmtiw. h r c  tven d 
every gmt word, every gmt pi So many dangers that tbe ib 
bnct coma tm soon to "mdentand it&f'----. Mmwhik tbe 
organizing "idea" tbat is deshWt to rule keeps growing deep.dotRn 
-it begins to command; &wly it leads us k k  from side & 
and wrong roads; it prepare single qualitiw and fitnews that fi 
one day prove to be i d s p ~ a b l e  as meam toward a w w  
by one, it trains dl ssfbservier~l capcilia b f o ~  @*g any Mnt d 
thc dominant task, "goal," "ah," or ''mtaning-* 

-ed m this way, my life is  
task d a revahdon of aU values more 
needed than haw evat dwelt aogctbu in 
an, wen contrary capacities that had to he 

- -- 

'KowvtkpM. 
f V n t ~ g .  
a sdbsm&, Sslbstzwht. 
4 This 8nticmdwimI qdpm aatleipem F d  

manifwtcd itself to such a high &gee that I never e ~ e n  mspcted 
what wan growing in me-md one day all my cqadti~ suddenly 
ripe, leaped f m h  in tbdr ultimate p r f d o n ?  I annot remember 
that IeverttIad bardd+tracc ofsm@Ic! can be dtmonstratcd in 
my life; I am the opposite of a heroic nature. "Willing" something, 
" ~ v h g " 7  for 9omethio& ewisaging a " p p e , "  a "wish"-I 
know mm d this from q r i w c c .  At this very moment I atill look 
upon my futurc-an ample future!-as npn calm am: t h e  is no 
ripple of desire. I do not want in the least that anything s W d  
becwne Merent than It is; T myself do not want to became dBm- 
air. 

But that i~ bow I haw always livtd. f bad w w i s h .  A m u  
ovw fapty40uf who can say that he a v e r  s t r o d  for hmwm, for 

for -I 
Thus it happened, fop example, that one day I was a u* 

sity profwr- such idea had ever catered my mind, for I WBS 

barely ~ t y - f o w  yaws old. Tbus it happened two yeam earlier 
tbat one day T was suddenly a pbiidogist4dar as my first phil- 
q c a l  w a y ,  my bqimhg in every saw, was requested by my 
e, Rihchl, for pubfiation in his Rheirsiscks Museum? 
( R i r 6 1  say It with revere-he only dmlar of geniw on 
whom I have l i d  eyes to this dq. He was chammized by that 
agreeable romption which d i s t i n p i b  us T h a r i n w  and which 
maka even Germans sympathetic: even to r e d  truth, we still pra- 
I& furtive patha That words m not meat to udemtimate my 
dose compatriot, the &vw Lnopold v m  R a L . ) l o  





mpwQibility for all milkrmia after me, will not have noriced any 
t r a c e o f ~ m i a m e ; b u t m t h t r a n ~ g f r ~ w a o d  
&ddms. I mwcr ate withmoraplmiant hbga; I never dept 
bttter- 

IdoaotknowanyotherwayofdatingwlthgreattagkB 
than play: as r s i p  of greatnq th& k an camti4 pmnppi- 
t i o n . T h e l ~ c o m ~ a ~ y ~ m a n y b ~ ~ i n t b c  
throat are all objehna to r mrm; haw much more @ust bh 
work!- One must not have my S u d d g  from ditude 
is a h  an objecd-I have su&red only from ''multi-" 

A t ~ s b r a r d l y ~ y a @ , ~ w e n , I ~ y h e w ~ r m  
human word wudd ever reach me: hag anyam c w  seen nw szd 
b e d  on that accomt? 

T o & d l l y l d h a v e t h e - ~ f o r ~ ; I -  
t r e ~ t W i ~ ~ p 1 ~ ~ ~ m l ~ : i a d o f t h i s t h e a e  
isnotoasgrainof ~ o r s e c ~ c o n t t m p t . I € I d e s p i s t a  
man,beguawthatIdqhhim: b y r n y ~ ~ 1 ~  
ernrythg that bas bad bid in ita ydna 

My fogmula for ptnm in a human hhyg b 8- fd4 that 
oaekntsnothiagtobe~~notfomar&nstbachard,wt 
k d d t y . r ~ o t w  be= what bn-, m k d  
i t 3  i d d m  is mtltdaciou~nm in the face d what is mcesarp 
buttoircit. 

* h o b i r t . . I t ~ k ~ b o w & p e s H w r r a ~ x w ~ p ~ W ~ ,  
fbat NkmcW~ Me for ib 
b y ~ W i l l ~ r h a d  - e-fiw, w 

Ccsmw. 

Why I Write Such Good Bmks 

1 am one thing, my writiap are another inalter.- More I discus 
them, one by one, let me twch on the q u d w  of their bdng tm- 

or not understood: I11 do it as casudy as decency per- 
mits; fox t& rime fox this question certainly hasn't - yet The 
tinat for me hasn't come yet: some are born pthmoasly. 

h e  day institutions will be &ed in wid& men live and 
hch  as I 00ncGivt of living and tea-; it might wen h p  

I t h s t . b ~ ~ t h e n b a e t & & i w t b h t e r p r c b t i m o f  
lkdustm.  But it wwld contradict my character entirely if I ex- 
p k d  ears and hands for my truth taday: tbat idq me doetm't 
bwu me and doesn't accept my ideas is not only understadatbae, lt 

: evm scum right to me. I don't want to be -foundad with othm 
4 e v w b y m y d f *  

To r e p ,  one annot find many tracts of ill wiLl m my life; 
and of literary ill will, too, I cwld scarcely relate a shgk case. But 
only tm mmy of pure f d h h s s !  

To me it seema me of the m t  W n d m  that a m m  can 
d himaelf i f h e t a k ~ o n e o f m y  booksintohishands-I even 

' ~ t b a t k s e f i r s t M b i S ~ ' n a t t 0 s p e a k o f b o o t s .  
Wha Dr. H d d  vm Skin oncx: eompIaid very haaegtly 

* 
that he didn't understand a word of my -, I I d  him that 
this was p e M y  in m k  h a w  naderdmd six satmces from 
it-tbrt is, to haw d y  t x ~ ~  tbm-wdd r a k  om to a 
higher Iwd of aistmm than %&" men mdd attain. Oivcn 
~ i e e ~ g o f d t a ~ , h o w c o u l d I ~ b l y ~ t o b c ~ b y  

"modem" whom X know! 
My triumph b p & d p  the o p d f c  of Scbopenhaucr'n: I 

myr "mm kgor, mn lcgoa.'' * 
~ ~ W ~ 3 : 5 .  
~ I m a o r ~ I w i n D a t b a F c a d  


